
Middletown Coastal Access Alliance
Winter Meeting 

Tuesday, December 9, 2025 ~ 5:30-7:30pm
at the Norman Bird Sanctuary

583 Third Beach Road, Middletown

All are welcome; to register, please email
middricaa@gmail.com



Middletown Coastal Access Alliance (MCAA)

~ Winter Highlights ~

Agenda:

• Review:

• MCAA Mission

• Rights-of-way (ROW) Map

• Status Update

• Monitoring Program

• Clean-ups

• Looking Ahead
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MCAA Overview

• What?  MCAA is non-profit local group that aims to monitor, maintain, 
and preserve the rights-of-way (ROWs) that provide public access to the 
coastal waters of Middletown, RI.

• Why?  To ensure that our ROWs are available for the public to use as 
intended, while respecting adjacent private property.

• How?  Organize volunteers to monitor and report on conditions and to 
conduct clean-ups at Middletown’s coastal access points.

• With whom?  Coordinate with the Town of Middletown, the Coastal 
Resource Management Council (CRMC), and partner with other groups that 
share and support our goals.
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Access map via CRMC website: http://www.crmc.ri.gov/publicaccess.html

ArcGIS Online map of all CRMC-designated rights-of-way to the shore
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UPDATE: Adopt-an-Access MoU

• CRMC:
• Program Administrator

• Town of Middletown:
• Site maintenance

• Installing signage 

• MCAA:
• Monthly monitoring

• Clean-ups

• Twice-yearly reports

Adopted by

Middletown Town Council

April 7, 2025
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Approved by

CRMC

October 10, 2025
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MCAA will continue 
to monitor these 
ROWs with our 

volunteers & partners
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8Y-11 – Clambake Club

Y-8 – Esplanade StepsY-1 – Spiratos/Sea View Villa

Y-4 – Peabody/Third Beach

Newport County

Saltwater

Fishing Club

Monitoring “Other” ROWs

Property owner 

monitors regularly

Clambake Club 

monitors 2x a week
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Thank you to our Volunteer Monitors!
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Trash!
Shout out to the Pebble Beach crew!
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Monitoring Reports

Trash Top Three:

1. Beverage Containers

2. Food Packaging

3. Smoking Material

New category added 

for general plastic 
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Microplastics

Learn more about microplastics in Narragansett Bay:

https://www.uri.edu/news/2023/08/new-uri-study-finds-extensive-microplastics-in-narragansett-bay/

Plastic pieces break down and 

become microplastics (<5mm)
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Community Clean-ups

Visiting tourists joined the effort!



14Before - July 7th After - July 10th

Debris reported, picked up same dayTrimming on Taggart’s Ferry Road

Post-cleanup 

trash collection

Coordination with 

Middletown Public Works

Debris clearing
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Looking ahead…
• Seek 501(c)(3) status

• Expand outreach

• Increase volunteer cadre

• Build partnerships

• Improve data collection

• Update ROW photos

• Other ideas???
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Thank you!

~~~

Questions?



17

Back-up slides



Visit our website at https://coastal-alliance.org/
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Email MCAA at middricaa@gmail.com  

https://coastal-alliance.org/
https://coastal-alliance.org/
https://coastal-alliance.org/
mailto:middricaa@gmail.com
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